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Join OEC and My Lucky Tummy November 7th! See page six for details.
Big thanks to all our supporters this summer, who truly made it a summer like no other: Onondaga County Save the Rain, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County, Orenda Springs Experiental Learning Center, the City of Syracuse, the Zen Center of 
Syracuse, Syracuse Housing Authority, Syracuse Department of Public Works and the Syracuse Educational Opportunity Center 

(SUNY EOC).  Thank you!

     This summer, Onondaga Earth 
Corps  hosted more participants, 
interns and projects than ever before! 
Our summer orientation was set 
across Onondaga County  and hired 
new crews in partnership with the 
City of Syracuse Bureau of Research. 
Then it was an exciting six weeks 
of work. OEC Crews hosted over 
20 educational events, maintained 
hundreds of trees and reduced 
littering in Syracuse. Find out ways 

you can help and how to donate at 
www.onondagaearthcorps.org.

OEC Parks Crew Partners with the City of 
Syracuse
     This summer OEC incorporated an entirely 
new crew of youth and young adults to work 
in collaboration with the City of Syracuse 
Department of Parks and Recreation. Their 
goal was to bring environmental education to 
the children participating in summer programs 
at the City’s Parks. They also helped park 
maintenance efforts.
     Every week crewmembers paid a visit to the 
youth participating at Kirk, Schiller, and Barry 
Parks’ summer programs to teach and lead 
activities to foster environmental awareness. 
They taught the children about the importance 
of trees and all of the benefits they provide, 
surprising tree facts, helped them identify and 
find different kinds of trees with a scavenger 
hunt, and played a fun game called Trees 
Save the Rain. There was an emphasis on 
the importance of water and keeping it clean, 

namely Onondaga Lake. The Parks Crew 
taught about the water cycle, how it is impacted 
by development, explaining Combined Sewer 
Overflows and how pollution enters our 
waterways as well as how we can protect them. 
There was even a fun experiment about growing 
algae. The participating youth were excited and 
full of energy! The hope is that they will take 
some of this new knowledge and incorporate 
it into their own lives and understanding of the 
world around them. 
     The Parks crew also worked hard out in 
the field.  They braved unbearable heat and 
stinging yellow jacket nests to care for many 
of the young trees planted in the past year by 
Atlantic States Legal Foundation on vacant lots 
around the Southside, Northside and Westside 
of Syracuse.  After much pruning, weeding, and 
orange fence de-construction, these spaces 
look much nicer. These trees will also have a 
higher survival rate and more care from their 

Above: The new crews visited the 
Syracuse Metropolitan Water Treatment 
Plant during orientation the first week of 

summer program.



neighbors!  In 57 hours spent 
in the field the Parks Crew 
took care of 350 young trees, 
not to mention other outdoor 
projects, like weeding and 
mulching gardens and helping 
some of OEC’s other crews at 
parks, community gardens and 
neighborhood events.
     Even though some of this 
work was challenging, the Parks 
Crew members gained a lot of 
new knowledge, experience 
and practical skills.  Their work 
left a visible impression on 
city neighborhoods, planted 
the seeds of environmental 
stewardship among our city’s 
children, and made new friends. 
OEC’s newest crew has been a 
great success!

Clean Streets Crew Runs 2nd 
Annual Clean-a-Palooza
     This year’s Clean Streets 
Crew followed last year’s 
approach by continuing to 
focus on two major business 
corridors, Butternut Street and 
Geddes Street. The crew of 
six members picked up litter 

along these streets, beautified 
green spaces, and recorded 
businesses’ and residents’ 
pledges to stay litter free.  The 
crew also studied behaviors 
related to littering by taking 
surveys.  
     The survey was designed 
to gauge the community’s 
feelings about litter and its 
effect on the community. The 
results demonstrated that 93% 
of respondents agreed that 
Syracuse has a litter problem. 
The agreement on effects of 
litter in the community varied 
and at least 58% surveyed said 
that they would like to help with 
ridding Syracuse of it. Remedies 
to combat litter included picking 
it up individually or with a group, 
campaigns aimed to spread 
awareness, additional trash 
cans around the city, and more 
fines or even jail time to those 
caught littering. 
     The Clean Streets crew 
did their part by picking up a 
total of 2,310 gallons of litter 
from our city streets. They also 
got the community involved. 

Crewmembers recruited 
business owners and residents 
to take a pledge not to litter then 
planned and hosted Clean-a-
Palooza 2. 
      Clean-a-Palooza 2 featured 
face painting, relay races, food, 
a park clean up and ended 
with a basketball tournament.  
Particpants came from all over 
the community and was partially 
hosted by the Seals Community 
Center summer program.  By all 
acounts, it was a huge success. 
Syracuse’s Parks Commissioner 
Lazarus Sims welcomed 
everyone at the start and then 
participants rotated through 
stations and games. It was a fun 
and engaging way to help teach 
youth about the importance of 
keeping Syracuse’s streets litter 
free. 

OEC Youth Summer Program 
‘Keeps it Real’ 
     This season was OEC’s 
tenth consecutive Youth 
Summer Program. Part of the 
success of, and an ongoing goal 
for the program, is ‘keeping it 
real.’ OEC is always looking for 
feedback from crew members 

Above Right: Participants at Clean-a-Palooza 2 pick up litter at Kirk Park.
Above Left: A Clean Streets Crewmember hard at work.



and families on how the 
program went, and how to make 
it better for next season.  This 
summer was a new and exciting 
expansion of Onondaga Earth 
Corps with the addition of two 
more crews: a Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) crew, continuing on from 
Spring, and a new crew through 
our partnership with the City of 
Syracuse, Parks. With the new 
pieces to the puzzle, Adrienne, 
OEC’s Program Assistant, was 
eager to hear back from youth 
on how the summer went. 
“Our summer went by so fast, 
especially the first few weeks,” 
she said. “I want to know, 
really really know: what did you 
think?”
     The surveys were completed 
by members of all five crews: 
Green Infrastructure, Trees, 
DEC, Parks and Clean Streets. 
They were asked for honesty for 
the best interest of the program: 

that is OEC’s standing policy 
of making sure all staff and 
crew “Keep it Real.” Here is an 
excerpt of some results:
• 88.89% of participants felt 

Onondaga Earth Corps 
made a difference in our 
community

• 100% of participants 
felt they now have  a 
better understanding of 
environmental issues in our 
community, as a result of the 
OEC program.

• 88.89% of participants rated 
their experience with OEC 
“Excellent” or “Good”; the 
remainder rated it “Fair” 
and no participants rated it 

“Poor”
• 94.4% of participants would 

want to be in OEC again!

     Comments from the crew 
included:
“I learn about trees and how 
team work really helps” [sic]

“[I learned] not to hold back 
doing new things or meeting 
new people, just to go for it”

“After my experience, I most 
likely won’t litter anymore”

     Suggestions from the crew 
included:
“Orientation was good, but it 
was long…”
“...I would have them teach 
us how to use tools [during 
Orientation]”
“[A new project would be] a 
week for the crew to pick up 
wherever they want to clean”

The entire OEC Summer crew nearing the end of their six weeks together.

“[I learned] not to hold 
back doing new things 
or meeting new people, 

just go for it”
 -OEC Summer Participant



      In response to a review 
of these numbers, Adrienne 
is optimistic. “The themes 
for improvement were pretty 
well agreed upon-- tools, 
transportation and keeping up 
variety in our work. And I agree 
with our youth, we can definitely 
work on those things, but I am 
happy too that most of them 
seemed to really appreciate the 
summer.  That’s a good feeling.”
     So stay tuned to Onondaga 
Earth Corps: this is one summer 
program that just keeps getting 
better!

Kwanza Garden and Nursery 
Project: Green Space For All
     This summer, thanks to a 
grant from the Greater Syracuse 
Landbank Green Lots program, 
a vacant lot in the southside 
of Syracuse has come to life. 
Located next to the Village Life, 
or Kwanza, community garden, 
the “Nursery” is a project by 
Onondaga Earth Corps to grow 
native trees and perennials for 
use in the program’s future.
      OEC’s summer interns, 
Anthony and Vincent, have 
been hard at work in the 
garden, in the community and 

making the connections to 
create a lovely corner of the 
neighborhood.
     With help from the OEC 
Crews, and National Grid’s tree 
removal team, the space at 
the corner of Midland Ave and 
Furman Street was cleared of 
vegetation and overly shading 
trees.   Now, more sunlight 
reaches the Kwanza garden, 
and the eight newly constructed 
perennial beds. Soil tests and 
tree availability are pending to 
round out the restoration of the 
site to an open green space for 
the community to enjoy.

OEC Orientation Explores the 
Onondaga Creek by Land, 
Bike and Boat
     OEC Summer orientation   
2015 set new records for the 
organization.  As a tradition staff 
and corpsmembers prepare for 
in earnest, summer orientation 
is always an exciting and fun 
part of the program that includes 
important technical and team 
skills for new and returning 
program participants.  This 
year OEC welcomed a record 
number of participants--25 
plus 7 staff-- to explore the 
importance of urban forestry, 

Top: The Green Infrastructure Crew and Nursery Interns celebrate a hard day’s work
Above: Safia and Tony discuss strategy for clearing weeds at the Kwanza Garden



green infrastructure, clean 
waterways and environmental 
education.  Not only did the 
number of participants increase,  
but the theme of the orientation 
was spread across the county.  
      This year orientation 
centered on traveling the 
watershed of Onondaga 
Creek.  The trip started at the 
headwaters in a quiet forest 
in Tully, on to the volcanic 
activity of the mudboils behind 
a working farm, and finally to 
the channelized creekside at 
the Zen Center on Seneca 
Turnpike.  The next day the 
crew woke up early to pack up 
camp and lunch, and the first 
group launched by bike along 
the City of Syracuse Creekwalk 
to learn about the green 
infrastructure installed in every 
corner of the city, from vibrant 
Armory Square to neighborhood 
tree plantings. Crewmembers 
traveled through the southside 
of Syracuse approximately two 
miles to the inner harbor, where 
canoes waited for the final leg  
of the journey to Onondaga 
Lake. The second group made 
this journey through the city in 
reverse, starting with canoing 
with the option to bike after 
lunch, some brave volunteers 
doing so despite the poor 
weather conditions.
    For many, this orientation 
included a first experience: for 
some it was camping, for others 
it was backwoods hiking, and 
for others still it was learning 
to cook, clean and sleep 
with so many others.  Some 
crewmembers even learned to 
canoe or bike for the first time 
in order to participate in this 
unique adventure. 
As the most challenging and 

most attended orientation 
OEC has hosted, it is now also 
unequaled in the experience 
OEC gives to program 
participants.  This adventure 
was made possible with 
help from OEC supporters, 
including Orenda Springs 
Experiential Learning Center in 
Marcellus, NY, City Councilor 
Bob Doughtery, Onondaga 
Environmental Institute and the 
Zen Center of Syracuse. 
Thank you!

Above: Camping out along the Creek at the Syracuse Zen Center
Below: Learning about watersheds at the Onondaga Creek headwaters in Tully

Bottom: Canoeing in the Inner Harbor



ABOUT THE ONONDAGA EARTH CORPS
    The Onondaga Earth Corps (OEC) is a youth develop-
ment and employment program for youth ages 15 to 25 
living in the City of Syracuse. As youth work on community 
and environmental service projects, they learn valuable 
job and life skills, community based problem solving skills, 
civic engagement, environmental stewardship and technical 
skills in urban forestry and other urban green infrastructure.

    OEC began in 2004 as the Eli MacDonald Green Team, 
a neighborhood initiative to beautify the community and 
employ youth. In 2005, the program changed its name to 
the Onondaga Earth Corps and incorporated the youth con-
servation corps model. Since then, under the leadership 
of many community collaborators, the OEC has become a 
leading force in revitalizing our urban environment through 
urban forestry, green infrastructure and outreach efforts 

throughout the City of Syracuse.

THE VISION
• Help youth understand the relationship between people 
and the urban ecosystem.
• Engage youth in hands-on community and environment 
service learning  projects
• Train youth for future jobs and careers in environmental 
fields
• Empower youth by developing their leadership abilities 
that help them analyze situations, solve problems and 
implement strategies to improve their communities.

CONTACT
Contact Onondaga Earth Corps Staff at 

onondagaearthcorps@gmail.com
or visit us on our website at 

www.onondagaearthcorps.org
315-565-3797

DONATE YOUR TIME, TALENT, CAPITAL
    Support the work of the Onondaga Earth Corps however 
suits you best!  We are always looking for creative ways to 
grow our program. YOU CAN HELP!

Visit www.onondagaearthcorps.org for more details.

OEC activities are made possible in part by funding from Onondaga 
County’s Save the Rain campaign, as well as our ongoing support 
from Onondaga Environmental Institute and SUNY Educational 

Opportunity Center.

OEC Summer 2015 Fact 
Check

•	 The Tree and Parks Crew 
Maintained 1,250 trees

•	 2,310 gallons of litter 
diverted by the Clean 
Streets Crew

•	 674 new and repeating 
participants in Youth-to-
Youth outreach activities

•	 GI and Parks Crew 
hauled over 10 cubic 
yards of weeds and 
debris away from green 
sites across the city

•	 100 surveys were taken 
by the Clean Streets 
Crew

•	 Over 450 Trees were 
sited across the City

Join Onondaga Earth Corps November 7th!

OEC is hosting a pop-up event with My Lucky 
Tummy. Try some new international food dishes 
and taste a little bit of the places some of our team 

comes from!

Grace Episcopal Church
819 Madison Street

Doors open at 6:00 pm! 
Learn more at www.onondagaearthcorps.org

Proceeds benefit Onondaga Earth Corps and our 
on-going mission to empower youth and build 

community in Syracuse!


